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Maybe  more  than  any  o ther  cogni t ive  aspect  o f  l i f e ,  ba lanc ing  your  mindset  in to  a
comfor tab le  manner  o f  reasoning  between  the  ins t inc tua l  and  the  over- th ink ing  i s
key  to  a  hea l thy  sani ty .  Mus ic  i s  no  d i f ferent .  The  mid-point  be tween  the  sheer
urgency  o f  impuls ive ,  emot iona l  re lease  and  obsessed-over ,  h igh ly  composed  mus i -
c ianship  i s  where  the  most  e f fec t ive  mus ic  can  be  found.  The  minimal  gu i tar  exp lo-
ra t ions  o f  Frenchman Thomas  Bonva le t  c i rc le  th i s  median  constant ly .  He  p lays
wi th  knee- jerk  verac i ty ,  but  the  warm chorda l  products  have  to  be  the  resu l t  o f
some ser ious  premedi ta t ion .  I t?s  mus ic  l ined  wi th  cur iousness ,  p layed  wi th  gut
fee l ing  and  look ing  to  ba lance  the  po lar  s ides  o f  mus ic  c reat ion .  Though  now
record ing  and  per forming  under  the  so lo  moniker  L 'oce l le  Mare ,  Bonva le t  i s  bes t
known as  one-ha l f  o f  Cheva l  de  Fr i se .  Wi th  drummer  Vincent  Beysse lance ,  they
purveyed  a  sound  s imi lar  in  concept :  a  ba lanc ing  o f  re f ined  exper imenta l i sm and
pr imi t ive  no ise  rock .  Bonva le t ' s  f i r s t  so lo  out ing ,  th i s  se l f - t i t l ed  exp lorat ion  in to
the  melodious  immediacy  o f  the  acoust i c  gu i tar  re leased  on  RuminanCe  in  Europe
and  Chicago ' s  S ick  Room Records  in  the  S ta tes ,  s tays  the  de f ined  course .  S ix teen
tracks  in  under  twenty- f ive  minutes  recorded  in  sec luded  spots  throughout  France ,
and  each  one  more  cur ious  than  the  next .  Bonva le t  a lmost  approaches  the  gu i tar  in
the  same manner  Cec i l  Tay lor  d id  the  p iano .  A  heavy  inha la t ion  o f  the  immediate
surroundings ,  a  concentra t ion  o f  thoughts ,  ideas ,  momentary  insp i ra t ions ,  and
f ina l ly  a  shove  o f  the  cu lminat ing  fee l ings  or ig inat ing  in  the  deepes t  aur ic le  o f  the
ar t i s t ' s  inner-creat iv i ty  t rave l ing  near- ins tantaneous ly  in to  the  f inger t ips  and
immediate ly  on  to  the  ins t rument  in  a  f lurry  o f  awkward  rhythms  and  chords .  The
rush  i s  typ ica l ly  over  in  l ess  than  a  minute  and  the  resu l t  somewhat  unnerv ing  and
confus ing  on  the  cursory  l i s ten .  But  wi th  each  concurrent  s tudy ,  the  odd  tunings
beg in  to  make  sense ,  the  h iccupping  rhythms  take  an  unders tandable  shape  and
the  mus ic  comes  together  in to  a  sor t  o f  awe- insp i r ing  ruminat ion  o f  ind iv idua l i sm.
To  tex tur ize  and  d ivers i fy  the  sound,  Bonva le t  not  on ly  u t i l i zes  the  ind iv idua l
reverberat ion  o f  h i s  par t i cu lar  se t t ings  a  d i f ferent  one  for  each  t rack  but  occas ion-
a l ly  takes  a  smal l  p iece  o f  hand  percuss ion  in to  h i s  s t rumming  hand  or  a t taches  a
harmonica  s tand  to  h i s  neck .  So  whi le  "Unt i t l ed  Track  12"  i s  s imply  a  s tudy  o f
upper  harmonics  on  h is  acoust i c ,  the  fo l lowing  song  adds  a  fa int  ra t t l esnake  hand-
shaker  rhythm for  eer iness?  or  i s  that  c r i ckets  ch i rp ing  in  the  background?  Where
"Unt i t l ed  Track  14"  in i t ia l l y  sounds  ak in  to  the  so f t  gu i tar  exper iments  o f  Gastr  de l
So l ,  the  a tona l  harmonica  swe l l  and  unnerv ing  ra t t le  that  o f f se t  the  warm acoust i cs
br ing  Jandek  to  mind .  On  one  s ide  o f  the  a lbum you ' l l  f ind  sk i t ter ing ,  fu l l - f re t
board  workouts  not  un l ike  Hel la ' s  Spencer  Se im,  and  on  the  o ther  s ide  the  p ieces
echo  John  Fahey  dur ing  h is  in t rospect ive  bes t .  L 'oce l le  Mare  i s  not  for  those  look-
ing  for  a  p leasant ly  humming  acoust i c  gu i tar  a lbum,  nor  i s  i t  for  those  hoping  for
an  aura l  ons laught  o f  gu i tar  exper imentat ion .  I t  i s  somewhere  in  between,  ga l lop-
ing  and  buck ing  one  second,  tee ter ing  and  nodding  the  next .  Bonva le t  doesn ' t
sound  as  i f  he  i s  complete ly  improv is ing  on  spot ,  but  u t i l i z ing  h i s  many  years  o f
exp lor ing  the  sonic  poss ib i l i t i es  o f  the  gu i tar  to  conceptua l i ze  ins t inc t ive  urges .
I t ' s  a  ba lance .  An  evening  o f  the  cogni t ive  seesaw so  that  h i s  mind  ne i ther  runs
amuck  a t  each  drop  o f  a  thought ,  nor  spends  hours  on  end  deconstruct ing  the  
s i tuat ion .  Our  ears  -  and  h is  san i ty  -  a re  the  benef i c iar ies .

-  Michae l  Arda io lo ,  Audivers i ty . com
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