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L'Point, the indie-rock minimalists from Prague, left port heading towards new horizons with

their 2001 debut "Aquila Bert" on Silver Rocket/Minority Records (SRR14/MIN11). They 

surprised themselves with the intensity yet dreaminess of their contribution to the ongoing

history of punk rock. Members hail from such signature Czech bands as Tom is My Sugar,

Naquei Manou, Interrogation Point and Toxicka Psychoza. With these deverse elements 

combined L'Point has found itself on a similar path as groundbreaking bands from 4AD and

Dischord. Though inspired by 90's sounds L'Point is not engaging on a sentimental journey

but rather cutting a new swath with an extraordinary balance between English fragility and

American intensity. 

L'Point has passed many milestones in the last two years. A split single with Day After record-

ing artists Anyway released on Silver Rocket and recorded by Ondrej Jezek of OTK found Rock

and Pop magazine nominating them for best new artist for 2000. L'Point decided to 

continue recording with Ondej Jezek who has worked with the influential Jonathan Burnside

(Melvins, Nirvana, Consolidated, Depeche Mode). L'Point and Jezek teamed up with

American producer Kip Beelman (Unwound, Built to Spill, Sleater-Kinney) to produce the

emphatic sound of the full length debut "Aquila Bert". In support of the new release L'Point

has played the Czech Republic's two biggest outdoor festivals Rock for People and Trutnov

Open Air as well as touring Austria, Poland, Czech Republic and Hungary. The single

"Kriegswichtig" has recieved play on the legendary John Peel Show on BBC. L'Point has 

supported such acts as A Drastic Measure, Chokebore (Punk in My Vitamins), Juno (De Soto),

and Pleasure Forever (Sub Pop). 

The band is currently working on material for their next full length release with new member

Dada formerly of Ember and Lvmen.
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“Sherudo Garo” 7”EP (Silver Rocket) 1998

“Martians” on Garbage From The Space comp. cassette (Silver Rocket) 1998

“Candy Corn” on Ten Years Ego comp. CD (Noiseworks) 1999

“Yellow Hut/Forlorn” on split 7”EP w/ Anyway (Silver Rocket) 2000

“Aquila Bert” CD/LP (Minority Records / Silver Rocket) 2001

“Lifter” on My Time Is Over comp. CD (Samuel Records) 2001

“Kriegswichtig” on Hallo 13 comp. CD (Noiseworks) 2002



R E V I E WS

P O I N T  “Aq u i l a  B e r t ”  C D

“ M i n o r i t y  R e c o rd s  h a s  t a u g h t  u s  t h re e  t h i n g s  a b o u t  b a n d s  f ro m  t h e  C ze c h  R e p u b l i c :  1 .  T h ey ' re  n ot  ve r y
g o o d  a t  c o m i n g  u p  w i t h  n a m e s  ( s e e  a l s o  Wa awe  a n d  C ) .  2 .  O t h e r  t h a n  a  fa i n t  h i n t  o f  a n  E a s te r n  E u ro p e a n
a c c e n t ,  t h ey  s o u n d  l i ke  A m e r i c a n  b a n d s .  3 .  T h ey  m a ke  a sto n i s h i n g l y  g o o d  m u s i c .  I  l i ke d  Aq u i l a  B e r t  i m m e -
d i a te l y,  b u t  I  d i d n ' t  e n t i re l y  t r u st  my  re s p o n s e .  Wa s  I  g i v i n g  Po i n t  ex t ra  " c re d i t "  fo r  t h e i r  h e r i t a g e ?  Wo u l d  I
h ave  l o o ke d  t w i c e  a t  Aq u i l a  B e r t  i f  i t  h a d  c o m e  f ro m  Pe o r i a  i n ste a d  o f  P ra g u e ?  I t ' s  a  to u g h  c a l l .  I n  t h e  e n d ,  i t
c o m e s  d ow n  to  e f fo r t .  I  h ave n ' t  h e a rd  m a ny  A m e r i c a n  b a n d s  a s  fe r ve n t  a n d  a s  f re n z i e d  a s  Po i n t ,  a n d  t h i s
u n d e r l y i n g  u rg e n c y  a d d s  f re s h n e s s  a n d  s i n c e r i t y  to  t h e i r  m u s i c . L ove r s  o f  t h i c k ,  c r u n c hy  g u i t a r  r i f f s  w i l l  b e
h a p py ;  Aq u i l a  B e r t  i s  p a c ke d  w i t h  ro b u st  s i x - s t r i n g  a c t i o n .  " Ye l l ow  H u t "  o f fe r s  a  l ov i n g l y  l aye re d  m e l o d y,
w h i l e  " B i b i o n e "  i n s t i l l s  t h e  s t a n d a rd  s l ow / fa st  q u i et / l o u d  d y n a m i c  w i t h  h e av y,  a b ra s i ve  c h o rd s  t h a t  t h re a te n
to  s wa m p  t h e  vo c a l s .  " K r i e g s w i c h t i g "  i s  a  c a tc hy  p o p  s o n g ,  u t i l i z i n g  a  h e av i l y - e f fe c te d  b a s s  to  g i ve  i t s  c h o -
r u s  s o m e  h e f t .  I n  " G  R  S + " ,  t h e  vo c a l i s t ' s  u n u s u a l l y  s t ro n g  a c c e n t  m a ke s  h i m  s o u n d  l i ke  T h e  Fa l l ' s  M a r k  E .
S m i t h ,  l e n d i n g  a n  o d d l y  p u n k i s h  s l a n t  to  t h e  s o n g ' s  c o n st a n t l y  s h i f t i n g  te m p o .  " H e r r  S o u l "  a n d  t h e  a n t h e m i c
" 1 2 "  o f fe r  a n g u l a r,  a b ra s i ve  h i g h s  - -  " 1 2 "  m i g h t  eve n  p l e a s e  S h e l l a c  fa n s  - -  a n d  " D ave b o m b e r "  b u i l d s  f ro m  a
s p a re ,  d i s c o rd a n t  m e l o d y  to  a  t h u n d e r i n g  r hy t h m i c  j u g g e r n a u t . H oweve r,  Po i n t ' s  u rg e n c y  a l s o  l e a d s  t h e m
h e a d - f i r s t  i n to  p i t fa l l s .  Wa r b l i n g  key b o a rd s  a n d  d o u b l e - t ra c ke d  vo c a l s  c a n ' t  s ave  " P i t i c ko "  f ro m  i t s  b l a n d ,  M y
F i r s t  E m o  S o n g  r i f f s ;  d e s p i te  s o m e  i nve n t i ve  s t u f f  a ro u n d  t h e  e d g e s ,  t h e  s o n g  i s  d u l l .  L i kew i s e ,  w h i l e  m o s t
E a ste r n  E u ro p e a n  g u ys  p ro b a b l y  h ave  a  b et te r  l i n e  o n  a n g s t  a n d  d e p re s s i o n  t h a n  t h e i r  S t a te s i d e  c o u n te r -
p a r t s ,  w h e n  t h e  vo c a l i s t  s l i p s  i n to  raw - t h ro a te d  s c re a m i n g  m o d e ,  i t ' s  s t ra n g e l y  d i s a p p o i n t i n g .  Fro m  t h i s
i nve n t i ve  b a n d ,  yo u  ex p e c t  b et te r.  Fo r t u n a te l y,  t h a t ' s  a l m o st  a l ways  w h a t  yo u  g et .  S t a te s i d e  l i s te n e r s  w i l l  b e
p l e a s e d  by  t h e  p re s e n c e  o f  s t u d i o  s t a l wa r t  K i p  B e e l m a n  ( U nwo u n d ,  J u n o ) ,  w h o  m i xe d  t h e  a l b u m  a n d
u n d o u b te d l y  p rov i d e d  a  l i t t l e  s e c o n d - t i e r  q u a l i t y  c o n t ro l .  A s  M i n o r i t y  g a i n s  a  fo ot h o l d  i n  t h e  U S ,  A m e r i c a n
b a n d s  s h o u l d  t a ke  c a re ;  a s  Po i n t  a n d  t h e i r  l a b e l m a te s  h ave  d e m o n st ra te d ,  n ot  eve r y t h i n g  m a d e  i n  E a s te r n
E u ro p e  i s  c h e a p  a n d  c ra p py.  T h o u g h  Aq u i l a  B e r t  i s  p ro b a b l y  t h e  we a ke st  o f  t h e  M i n o r i t y  re l e a s e s  I ' ve  h e a rd ,
i t  d e f i n i te l y  d e s e r ve s  a  l a rg e r  a u d i e n c e .  I t  m i g h t  h ave  b e e n  m a d e  i n  P ra g u e ,  b u t  t r u st  m e ,  i t ' l l  p l ay  i n  Pe o r i a . "  

SS pp ll ee nn dd ii dd ( w w w. s p l e n d i d e z i n e . c o m )

" A s  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  a ro u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y  h e a d  b a c k  to  c a m p u s ,  t h e  u s u a l  c ro p  o f  " c o l l e g e " / a l te r n a t i ve
b a n d s  w i l l  b e  t h e re  to  g re et  t h e m .  I n  t h a t  s e a  o f  a n g s t  a n d  a n o m i e ,  t h e re  i s  Po i n t ,  s e r v i n g  u p  t h e i r  o f fe r i n g
Aq u i l a  B e r t .  Po i n t  s o u n d s  l i ke  B l i n k  1 8 2 ,  S u m  1 41 ,  A l i e n  A n t  Fa r m ,  . . .  t h e  l i s t  c o n t i n u e s .  T h e  o n l y  d i f fe re n c e
b e i n g ,  Po i n t  i s  n ot  a s  p o p - i s h .  E a c h  t ra c k  r i p e  w i t h  d i s to r t i o n  a n d  m u m b l e d  vo c a l s .  Fo r  t h o s e  o f  u s  w h o  h ave
b e e n  o n  to p  o f  t h e  a l t / c o l l e g e  s c e n e ,  i t  i s  re a s s u r i n g  to  s e e  t h a t  t h e  m u s i c  h a s  n ot  c h a n g e d .  T h e  o n l y  t h i n g
t h a t ' s  c h a n g e d  i s  n ow  t h i s  k i n d  o f  m u s i c  i s  c o n s i d e re d  to  b e  p u n k .  Ac t u a l l y,  i t ' s  m o re  l i ke  p u n k- l i te .  T h i s  o n e
i s  fo r  m u s i c  fa n s  t h a t  c a n  re m e m b e r  o r  c a re  to  l o o k  b a c k  u p o n  d ays  w h e n  m u s i c  wa s  s o m ew h e re  b et we e n
h a i r  a n d  g r u n g e .  B a c k  i n  t h e  d ays  w h e n  a l te r n a t i ve  d i d n ' t  m e a n  a l te r n a p o p .  Pe o p l e ,  t h i s  i s  fo r  yo u .  S o ,  c ra n k
i t  u p !  I f  yo u  fe e l  t h e  n e e d ,  g et  u p  a n d  t h ra s h  a ro u n d .  J u st  re m e m b e r,  i f  yo u  w h i p  yo u r  h e a d  a ro u n d  to o  fa st ,
i t  h u r t s . "  

PP rr ii vv yy   MM aa gg aa zz ii nn ee ( w w w. p r i v y m a g a z i n e . c o m )

“ P O I N T  e st  u n  g ro u p e  tc h e q u e  d o n t  l e s  re l e n t s  m u s i c a u x  s e  s i t u e ra i e n t  q u e l q u e  p a r t  e n t re  d u  ro c k  a  l a
U N WO U N D  ( l e s  a n c i e n s . . .  e t  s u r to u t  p a s  d u  m e m e  to n n e a u  q u e  l e u r  d é c é va n t  d e r n i e r  d o u b l e  a l b u m . . . )  e t  u n e
b o n n e  g ro s s e  l o u c h é e  d e  S O N I C  YO U T H  s a n s  ex p é r i m e n t a t i o n s . . .  ( O u i  j e  s a i s ,  vo u s  a l l e z  m e  d i re  q u e  l ' e -
s p a c e  n ' e st  p a s  l a rg e  e n t re  c e s  d e u x  l a  ! ! ! )  :  L ' a m b i a n c e  re ste  t re s  p o p  ro c k ,  l e s  m é l o d i e s  p re s q u e  fa m i l i e re s
p o u r  to u s  c e u x  q u i  o n t  d é j a  s n i f fé  d u  S O N I C  YO U T H . . .  u n  a l b u m  q u i  s ' é c o u te  e n t re  a m i s ,  a u  c a l m e ,  a  l ' h e u re
d e  l ' a p é ro ,  a u  s o l e i l  e t  e n  s h o r t . . .  L e  d i s q u e  n e  fe ra  p a s  c h av i re r  l e s  c o e u r s  d ' u n  c o u p  d ' u n  s e u l . . .  c ' e s t  j u s te
u n  a l b u m  p o p  s y m p a t h i q u e  et  l o i n  d ' et re  e s s e n t i e l  !  Po u r  re m a rq u e ,  i l s  o n t  d é j a  fa i t  l e s  p re m i e re s  p a r t i e s  d e
J U N O  et  C H O K E B O R E . . . ”  

SSTTNNTT ( w w w. st n t . o rg )

" S o m e  b a n d s  c a n  re a l l y  fo o l  yo u .  J u st  l i s te n i n g  to  t h e  f i r s t  t ra c k  o f  t h e i r  a l b u m ,  o r  eve n  t h e  f i r s t  few  b a rs  o f
a  s o n g ,  c a n  g i ve  yo u  a  tot a l l y  a s kew  i m p re s s i o n  o f  t h e i r  s o u n d .  Fo r  i n st a n c e ,  l i s te n i n g  to  " G i r l s  a n d  B oys , "  t h e
f i r s t  t ra c k  o f f  o f  B l u r ' s  Pa r k l i fe ,  yo u  m i g h t  g et  t h e  i m p re s s i o n  t h ey  we re  s o m e  s o r t  o f  p o p py  Pet  S h o p  B oys
i m p e r s o n a t i o n .  I n  a  s i m i l a r  b i t  o f  m i s u n d e r st a n d i n g ,  t h e  f i r s t  few  b a r ' s  o f  Po i n t ' s  " Ye l l ow  H u t "  b ro u g h t  to  m i n d
t h e  s w i r l i n g  g u i t a r  l aye rs  o f  s p a c e - ro c k .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  s t r u m m e d ,  reve r b e ra te d ,  l u s h  c h o rd s  t h a t  o p e n  u p  t h e
f i r s t  t ra c k  re c a l l  M y  B l o o d y  Va l e n t i n e  m o re  t h a n  t h e  p o st - p u n k  g u i t a r  ro c k  o f  S o n i c  Yo u t h ,  t h e  s t y l e  i n to
w h i c h  t h i s  b a n d  eve n t u a l l y  fa l l s .  A  q u i n tet  o f  vete ra n s  f ro m  t h e  P ra g u e  m u s i c  s c e n e ,  Po i n t  h ave  re l e a s e d
t h e i r  d e b u t  a l b u m ,  Aq u i l a  B e r t ,  a s  a  j o i n t  ve n t u re  b et we e n  a  c o u p l e  o f  E u ro p e a n  l a b e l s ,  S i l ve r  R o c ket  a n d
M i n o r i t y  R e c o rd s .  A s  m e n t i o n e d  b e fo re ,  t h ey  p l ay  a  s t y l e  o f  p o s t  p u n k  n ot  tot a l l y  d i s s i m i l a r  to  t h e  a n g u i s h e d
g u i t a r  b u r n  o f  S o n i c  Yo u t h ,  a n d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  l e t t i n g  t h e i r  g u i t a r  l a u n c h  i n to  t h e  re a l m  o f  s p a c e - ro c k .  I n d e e d ,
Po i n t ' s  m o s t  e f fe c t i ve  s o n g s  c o m e  w h e n  t h ey  l et  t h e i r  g u i t a rs  s e et h e  t h ro u g h  t h e  m i x ,  p l ay i n g  a ro u n d  e a c h
ot h e r  l i ke  a  c o u p l e  o f  s q u e a m i s h  c h i l d re n .  " G  R  S  + "  a n d  " Ye l l ow  H u t "  exc e l l e n t  exa m p l e s  o f  t h e  c h i m i n g ,
m o u n t i n g ,  g u i t a r  t h r u st  t h i s  b a n d  c a n  b u i l d  u p .  T h e  b a n d ,  h o weve r,  i s  p r i m a r i l y  s o n g - b a s e d ,  fo r  t h ey  n eve r  l et
t h e i r  g u i t a r  i n d u l g e n c e s  s l i p  i n to  t h e  l o n g ,  d ro n i n g  i n st r u m e n t a l s  s o  p reva l e n t  i n  s p a c e - ro c k .  R a t h e r,  t h ey
ke e p  vo c a l i s t  J a n  K j e c a r  c o n s t a n t l y  e m p l oye d  -  h i s  vo c a l s  a l ways  ret u r n  b e fo re  t h e  g u i t a r s  c a n  s p i n  o u t  o f
c o n t ro l .  A l l  t h i n g s  c o n s i d e re d ,  K j e c a r  h a s  a  p ret t y  d e c e n t  i n d i e  ro c k  vo i c e .  Fa r  m o re  m e l o d i c  t h a n  t h e  s h o u t -
i n g  s t y l e  o f  I a n  M a c kaye ,  h i s  vo i c e  c ra f t s  m e l o d i e s  t h a t  a re  s h a r p  a n d  b i t i n g  b u t  ra re l y  s t i c k  i n  yo u r  h e a d .  H e
h a s  a  ra s p  i n  h i s  vo i c e  t h a t  b l e n d s  n i c e l y  w i t h  t h e  g u i t a r  s q u a l l  b e h i n d  h i m ,  b u t  n eve r  d o e s  h e  l o s e  c o n t ro l
a n d  b e g i n  to  s c re a m .  I f  yo u ' ve  re a d  a l l  t h a t  a n d  a re  s t i l l  s o r t  o f  wo n d e r i n g  w h a t  t h e  h e l l  Po i n t  s o u n d s  l i ke ,
yo u ' ve  p ro b a b l y  g ot  a  c a s e .  I ' ve  s o r t  o f  b e e n  d o d g i n g  t h e  q u e st i o n ,  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  I  d o n ' t  q u i te  k n ow  h ow
to  d e s c r i b e  t h i s  b a n d ' s  s o u n d .  T h ey ' re  p ret t y  t y p i c a l  i n d i e  w r i te r s  -  t h ey  fo c u s  p r i m a r i l y  o n  t h e  g u i t a rs .  T h e re
s o n g s  a re  o f te n  a n g u l a r  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  ove r l y  a b ra s i ve .  S o m et i m e s  t h ey  a s s u m e  t h e  a g g re s s i ve  s to m p  o f
Fu g a z i ,  s o m et i m e s  t h ey  h ave  t h e  l ow - key  c h a r m  o f  Pave m e n t ,  a n d  ot h e r  t i m e s  t h ey  l a p s e  i n to  f u z z y  g u i t a r
i n te r p l ay  a  l a  S o n i c  Yo u t h .  T h ey  s o u n d  u n i q u e  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  o r i g i n a l .  I f  Po i n t  i s  a ny  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  k i n d  o f
b a n d  P ra g u e  c a n  p ro d u c e ,  t h e n  t h e re  c o u l d  b e  s o m e  aw f u l l y  t a l e n te d  b a n d s  h i d i n g  t h e re .  A n d  i t ' s  n ot  t h a t
Po i n t  a re n ' t  t a l e n te d ,  i t s  j u s t  t h a t  t h ey  s o u n d  a  b i t  ave ra g e .  D o n ' t  l et  t h e m  fo o l  yo u . "  

DD ee ll uu ss ii oo nn ss   oo ff   AA dd ee qq uu aa cc yy ( w w w. a d e q u a c y. n et )

" Fro m  t h e  way  t h e  wo rd s  re a d  a c ro s s  t h e  s p i n e ,  I  a t  f i rs t  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  b a n d  wa s  c a l l e d  Aq u i l a  B e r t ,  a n d
t h e  a l b u m  wa s  t i t l e d  “ Po i n t ” .  Tu r n s  o u t  i t ’  s  t h e  ot h e r  way  a ro u n d ,  u n fo r t u n a te l y.  I  t h i n k  Aq u i l a  B e r t  wo u l d  b e
a  c o o l  n a m e  fo r  a  b a n d .  Po i n t  s e e m s  l i ke  a  p ret t y  b o r i n g ,  p re d i c t a b l e  n a m e  fo r  a  b a n d .  O h  we l l ,  I  g u e s s  t h i s
i s  a l l  b e s i d e  t h e  p o i n t ,  re a l l y.  T h e  b a n d  i s  f ro m  P ra g u e ,  a n d  d o n ’ t  exa c t l y  h ave  t h e  b e st  g ra s p  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h
l a n g u a g e .  I ’ ve  i n fe r re d  t h i s  f ro m  s o m e  o f  t h e  m o re  i n a n e  l y r i c s  I  c o u l d  m a ke  o u t  c l e a r l y,  i . e .  “ t h i s  p l a c e  I  c a n -
n ot  fo rg et  /  s m e l l s  l i ke  s t raw b e r r i e s ” .  D e p e n d i n g  o n  h ow  yo u  l o o k  a t  i t ,  t h i s  c o u l d  e i t h e r  b e  c h a r m i n g  o r  p o s -
i t i ve l y  i r r i t a t i n g .  T h e  b a n d ’ s  g ra s p  o f  A m e r i c a n  “ i n d i e ”  ro c k ,  h oweve r,  i s  u n c a n ny.  T h ey ’ re  a c t u a l l y  b et te r  a t  i t
t h a n  m o st  o f  t h e i r  g e n u i n e l y  A m e r i c a n  c o u n te r p a r t s ,  b u t  t h a t ’ s  re a l l y  n ot  s ay i n g  a l l  t h a t  m u c h .  T h i s  i s  s l i c k ,
g l o s s y  m e d i o - c o re ,  w i t h  a  “ E u ro p e a n  t w i s t “ .  I  re a l l y  s h o u l d  s to p  re a d i n g  b a n d s ’  p ro m ot i o n a l  s h e et s  e n t i re l y,
o r  a t  l e a st  u n t i l  we l l  a f te r  I ’ m  d o n e  w r i t i n g  t h e i r  rev i ews .  B e c a u s e  m o re  o f te n  t h a n  n ot ,  p ro m o  s h e et s  ( e s p e -
c i a l l y  t h e  o n e s  w i t h  b l a c k- a n d - w h i te  p h oto g ra p h s  o f  t h e  b a n d  m e m b e r s  l o o k i n g  o h - s o - c h i c )  d o  l i t t l e  m o re
t h a n  m a ke  t h e  b a n d  l o o k  r i d i c u l o u s .  P l e a s e ,  eve r yo n e ,  g i ve  t h e s e  g u ys  t h e  ove r ra t i n g  a d u l a t i o n  t h ey  s o  d e s -
p e ra te l y  c rave ;  I ’ ve  g ot  b et te r  t h i n g s  to  d o . "  

LL oo ss tt   AA tt   SS ee aa ( w w w. l o st a t s e a . n et )

P O I N T /  A N Y WAY s p l i t  7 " E P  ( S i l ve r  R o c ket )

" . . . Po i n t  i s  a l s o  q u i te  g o o d .  T h ey  h ave  m o re  o f  a n  i n d i e  p u n k  a p p ro a c h  to  t h e i r  m u s i c . Po i n t  h a s  t h e s e  s o m e -
w h a t  s p a c ey  vo c a l s  ove r  m i d  to  h i g h  te m p o  s o n g s .  T h ey  to o  h ave  a  b i t  o f  a  D C  fe e l  to  t h e m  a s  we l l  b u t  m o re
o f  a  s t ra i g h t  fo r wa rd  ro c k  a p p ro a c h .  T h i s  t wo  s o n g  e a c h  s p l i t  i s  re a l l y  ra d  a n d  wo r t h  t ra c k i n g  d ow n . "
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