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Wa awe  a re  f ro m  Ta b o r,  a  s m a l l  tow n  i n  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f  C ze c h  R e p u b l i c .  T h e  b a n d  wa s  fo r m e d  i n  19 9 4 .

Wa awe  a re : To m a s  B i l y  | g u i t a r,  vo i c e |
P a t r i k  Ku c e ra  | g u i t a r,  s y n t h e s i ze r,  8 - t ra c k |
D av i d  Ko u k a l  | d r u m s |
Pe p e  S ej k  | b a s s |
J a rd a  Z e m a n  | te n o r  &  a l t  s a xo p h o n e ,  f l u te ,  h a r m o n i c a ,  s y n t h e s i ze r |

P s yc h e d e l i c - n o i s e  s o u p  w i t h  c r y s t a l s  o f  a m b i e n c e  i s  Wa awe ' s  o w n  m u s i c a l  re c i p e ,  a  m u s i c a l  h e r i t a g e  t h a t  c o m e s  f ro m  p s yc h e d e l i c
m u s i c ,  t h e  e i g h t i e s '  a n d  n i n e t i e s '  h a rd - c o re  s c e n e ,  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a n  e l e c t ro n i c  i n f l u e n c e . At  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  19 9 8  Wa awe  re l e a s e d  t h e
t a p e ,  " K i l l i n g  H i g h w ay " .  D u r i n g  t h i s  ye a r  t h ey  a l s o  p l aye d  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  C ze c h  R e p u b l i c  fo r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  A f te r  p l ay i n g  a  few  c o n c e r t s  i n
G e r m a ny  t h e  b a n d  s to p p e d  fo r  a  few  d ay s  i n  H a m b u rg  to  re c o rd  i t s  f i r s t  7  i n c h  " N i g h t m a re  H i f i  S o u n d t ra c k  " .  T h i s  7  i n c h  wa s  eve n t u a l l y
re l e a s e d  by  t h e  l a b e l  S i l ve r  R o c ke t  i n  19 9 9 .  I n  t h e  F a l l  o f  19 9 9  Wa awe  e m b a r ke d  o n  t h e i r  f i r s t  E u ro p e a n  to u r.  T h e  to u r  l a s te d  o n e  m o n t h ,
v i s i t i n g  G e r m a ny,  H o l l a n d ,  B e l g i u m ,  Fra n c e ,  T h e  B a s q u e  C o u n t r y,  S p a i n ,  a n d  S w i t ze r l a n d .  At  t h e  e n d  o f  19 9 9  Wa awe  p a r t i c i p a te d  i n  t h e  C D
c o m p i l a t i o n  " Te n  Ye a r s  E g o " ,  w i t h  t h e  s o n g  N i g h t m a re  H i f i  S o u n d t ra c k .  T h i s  c o m p i l a t i o n  w a s  re l e a s e d  by  t h e  G e r m a n  l a b e l  N o i s ewo r k s ,  w h i c h
p ro m o te s  n e w  b a n d s  f ro m  t h e  C ze c h  h a rd - c o re  a n d  n o i s e  s c e n e .  Fro m  F e b r u a r y  to  M ay  2 0 0 0  Wa awe  re c o rd e d  i t s  f i r s t  f u l l  l e n g t h  a l b u m  i n
Ta b o r,  C D  d i g i p a c k  " T i m e s to r m  Wa s  T h e  S i g n a l " .  T h i s  C D  c o n t a i n s  8  s o n g s  a n d  w a s  c o - re l e a s e d  by  S i l ve r  R o c ke t  Re c o rd s  a n d  M i n o r i t y
R e c o rd s .  I n  J u n e  t h e  b a n d  we n t  o n  t h e i r  s e c o n d  E u ro p e a n  to u r,  t a k i n g  t h e m  t h ro u g h  t h e  C ze c h  R e p u b l i c ,  S l ov a k i a ,  H u n g a r y,  C ro a t ia ,
S l ove n i a ,  a n d  A u s t r i a .  I n  e a r l y  2 0 01  t h ey  we n t  fo r  a  6  w e e k  E u ro p e a n  to u r.  T h e re ' s  a  n e w  a l b u m  i n  t h e  wo r k s  a n d  w i l l  b e  re c o rd ed  i n  J u n e  o f
2 0 0 2  a t  L a n d s c a p e  S t u d i o s  e n g i n e e re d  a n d  p ro d u c e d  by  t h e  we l l  re s p e c te d  G e o f f  Tu r n e r  ( N e w  We t  Ko j a k ) .  M e m b e r s  o f  Wa awe  a re  c u r re n t l y
i nvo l ve d  i n  s eve r a l  m u s i c a l  p ro j e c t s  s u c h  a s  C  -  i n s t r u m e n t a l  c o m m - p o s t  ro c k  t r i o ,  B L A N K  -  p o s t  h a rd - c o re ,  a n d  l a s t  b u t  n o t  l e a s t  TOX I C K Y
B O O M    ex p e r i m e n t a l  e l e c t ro n i c  d u o .  Wa awe  i s  t h e i r  m a i n  fo c u s  b u t  t h e s e  o t h e r  p ro j e c t s  a l l ow  t h e m  to  ex p l o re  o t h e r  m u s i c a l  te r r i to r i e s .
Wa awe ' s  p e r s o n n e l  a re  a l s o  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c u l t u ra l  o rg a n i z a t i o n  Fre e  D i m e n s i o n  Ta b o r,  w h i c h  p ro m o te s  p a r t i e s  a n d  c o n c e r t s .  F re e
D i m e n s i o n  Ta b o r  re p re s e n t s  o t h e r  b a n d s  a n d  D J ' s  w h i c h  d o n ' t  fo c u s  o n  o n e  m u s i c a l  s t y l e .
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1. D o g m a
2 . Fre n c h  D o g  M a s s a c re
3 . S u n s e t  C i t y
4 . E l e c t ra
5 . K r a n k re i c h
6 . C u t  S o n g
7. S l o w l y  G o e s  T h e  N i g h t
8 . E c s t a t i c  R hy t h m s
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“ Wa awe  a re  f ro m  t h e  C ze c h  R e p u b l i c .  W h a t ' s  t h a t ,  yo u  d o n ' t  l i s te n  to  m u s i c  f ro m  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  U S  a n d  p o s s i b l y  t h e  U K ?  T h e n  yo u ' re
m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  m i s s i n g  o u t  o n  t h e  b e s t  b a n d  t h a t  I ' ve  eve r  h e a rd  f ro m  e a s te r n  E u ro p e .  T h i s  b a n d  w i t h  t h e  h a rd  to  p ro n o u n c e  n a m e  p l ay s  a
ve r y  p owe r f u l  b l e n d  o f  p o s t - p ro g - h a rd c o re  w i t h  f a n t a s t i c  re s u l t s .  T h i s  i s  s o m e  t r u l y  u n i q u e  ro c k .  Ta ke  a  l i t t l e  h a rd c o re  e s t h e t i c ,  a l a  Fu g a z i ,
a n d  a d d  i n  s o m e  m o re  m e l o d i c i s m  a l a  M i n e ra l ,  p l u s  a  d o s e  o f  p ro g - ro c k  i n n ov a t i ve n e s s  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e s  o f  J u n e  o f  44 ,  a n d  yo u  g e t  a  h i n t  o f
Wa awe .  A n d  w h i l e  a t  f i r s t  l i s te n ,  t h e s e  s o n g s  m i g h t  s o u n d  s i m i l a r  to  yo u r  ave ra g e  A m e r i c a n  e m o  b a n d ,  o n  s e c o n d  l i s te n ,  a l l  t h e  i n t r i c a c i e s
a n d  u n i q u e  n a t u re s  c o m e  o u t  to  a n  e f fe c t  t h a t  h i n t s  a t  t r u e  b r i l l i a n c e .  A n d  t h e  u s e  o f  o d d  key b o a rd  s o u n d s  a n d  s a xo p h o n e  m a ke s  fo r  a  n i c e ,
u n i q u e  to u c h .  A f te r  a  t w i n k l i n g  l i t t l e  i n t ro ,  " Fre n c h  D o g  M a s s a c re "  c o m e  i n  w i t h  p owe r f u l ,  d r i v i n g  g u i t a r s  a n d  vo c a l s  t h a t  a re  e c h o e d  a n d
q u i te  p o we r f u l .  " S u n s e t  C i t y "  i s  a  b i t  m o re  m e l l ow,  w i t h  s o m e  ve r y  f l o w i n g  b a s s  a n d  m o re  m e l o d i c  a n d  l i g h t  g u i t a r s .  B u t  i t ' s  t he  vo c a l  s t y l e ,
j u s t  s l i g h t l y  s o u l f u l  a n d  d e e p ,  t h a t  m a ke  t h i s  s o  c o o l .  A n d  a t  t h e  e n d ,  w h e n  yo u  g e t  h a r m o n i c a  ( o r  p e r h a p s  s q u e a l i n g  h o r n s )  ove r  d r i v i n g  g u i -
t a r  a n d  d r u m s ,  i t  re a l l y  t a ke s  o n  a  d i f fe re n t  fe e l .  " E l e c t ra "  h a s  m o re  o f  a  f re e - fo r m  fe e l ,  w i t h  l i g h t ,  s l i g h t l y  j a z z y  d r u m s ,  s o m e  s o u l f u l  s a x  a n d
m o re  c r y p t i c  s i n g i n g ,  b u t  i t  to t a l l y  g e t s  m o re  i n te n s e  a t  t h e  e n d  a s  t h e  tex t u re d  g u i t a r s  a n d  d r u m s  re a l l y  b u i l d  to  a  f u r y.  T h e  7 - m i n u te
" K ra n k re i c h "  i s  c o mp l e te l y  d i f fe re n t ,  w i t h  ro l l i n g  d r u m s ,  we i rd ,  n o i s y  g u i t a r s ,  a l m o s t  m u m b l e d  e c h o e d  vo c a l s ,  a n d  a l l  t h e s e  m o m e n t s  o f
m e l o d i c  n o o d l i n g  a n d  n o i s e  a n d  s a x .  Ve r y  c o o l ,  k i n d a  t r i p py  s t u f f .  " S l ow l y  G o e s  t h e  N i g h t "  i s  m o re  p o p py,  a t  l e a s t  by  t h e  d r u m s  a n d  s l i g h t l y
c a tc hy  r hy t h m .  I t  h a s  a  m o re  p o we r f u l  ro c k  s o u n d  a s  we l l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  t h e  t i t l e  i s  s h o u te d  o u t  ove r  a n d  ove r  b e fo re  t h e  s i n g e r  s ay s ,  " L e t ' s
g o ! "  T h i s  i s  p ro b a b l y  my  f avo r i te  s o n g  o n  t h e  a l b u m .  A n d  t h e  f i n a l ,  6 +  m i n u te  " E c s t a t i c  R hy t h m s "  h a s  j u s t  t h e  c o o l e s t ,  b a s s - d r i ve n  f l o w,  w i t h
s o f t  f l u te  u n d e r l y i n g  a n d  m o re  o f  a  s o u l f u l  ye t  m e l o d i c  ro c k  fe e l .  Ve r y  c o o l  w ay  to  e n d  t h e  a l b u m .  I t ' s  to u g h  to  re a l l y  d e s c r i b e  Wa awe .  O n e
m o m e n t  t h e  g u i t a r s  a re  d r i v i n g  a l l  i n te n s e - l i ke ,  t h e  b a s s  i s  k i c k i n g ,  a n d  t h e  d r u m s  a re  p o u n d i n g  away,  t h e  vo c a l s  c o m e  i n  a l l  d e e p  a n d  c r y p -
t i c  a n d  f u l l  o f  yo u - d o n ' t - k n ow - m e  a t t i t u d e ,  a n d  I ' m  ro c k i n g  away.  T h e  n ex t  m o m e n t ,  a  l o n g ,  m e l o d i c  s t re tc h  i n te r s p e r s e d  w i t h  s o f t  n o i s e s  a n d
s o u l f u l  s a x  c o m e  i n ,  a n d  I  g e t  a  l i t t l e  l o s t  i n  t h e  m u s i c ,  l o o k i n g  o f f  i n to  t h e  d i s t a n c e  a n d  m ay b e  s w ay i n g  a  b i t .  I t ' s  a  c o o l  m i x t u re ,  a n d  o n e
yo u ' ve  m o s t  d e f i n i te l y  g o t  to  h e a r.  I n  a  wo r l d  w h e re  u n i q u e  b a n d s  a re  h a rd  to  c o m e  by,  Wa awe  a re  wo r t h  h o a rd i n g . "
J e f f rey  M a r s h ,,   DD ee ll uu ss ii oo nn ss   oo ff   AA dd ee qq uu aa cc yy   ( w w w. a d e q u a c y. n e t )
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" Pe r h a p s  t h e  c o o l e s t  t h i n g  a b o u t  d o i n g  S p l e n d i d  i s  t h a t  b e c a u s e  we  rev i e w  eve r y  C D  we  re c e i ve ,  w e  g e t  m u s i c  f ro m  a l l  ove r  t h e
w o r l d .  A l m o s t  eve r y  d ay,  n e s t l e d  a m o n g  m a i l e rs  f ro m  Tr i p l e - X  a n d  M a t a d o r  a n d  M o o n s h i n e  a n d  To u c h  &  G o ,  t h e re ' s  s o m e  t i g h t l y - w ra p p e d
n u g g e t  o f  f u n  f ro m  B e l g i u m ,  J a p a n ,  Au s t ra l i a  o r  S we d e n ,  u n f a m i l i a r  s t a m p s  h i n t i n g  a t  my s te r i o u s  wo n d e r s  w i t h i n .  H oweve r,  we ' d  neve r
re c e i ve d  a ny t h i n g  f ro m  t h e  C ze c h  R e p u b l i c  u n t i l  T i m e s to r m  Wa s  t h e  S i g n a l  a p p e a re d  i n  t h e  m a i l b ox .  E xc i t i n g ,  n o ?  T h e  o n l y  t h i n g  I  k n ew  fo r
c e r t a i n  w a s  t h a t ,  g i ve n  t h e  te n d e n c y  o f  m o s t  E a s te r n  E u ro p e a n  n a m e s  to  s p o r t  a  w h o l e  m e s s  o f  o b s c u re  a c c e n t  s y m b o l s ,  I ' d  b e  d i g g i n g  o u t
my  f a i t h f u l  H T M L  ex te n d e d  c h a ra c te r  s e t  g u i d e  ye t  a g a i n  - -  t h o u g h  w h e n  I  d i d ,  I  d i s c ove re d  i t  h a d  f i n a l l y  m e t  i t s  m a tc h .  T h e s e  g u y s '  n a m e s
u s e  a c c e n t s  s o  o b s c u re  I  c a n ' t  d i s p l ay  t h e m .  S o r r y,  Wa awe .  N o n e  o f  t h i s ,  o f  c o u rs e ,  s h o u l d  m a t te r  to  yo u .  " W h a t  d o e s  i t  s o u n d  l i ke ? " ,  yo u ' re
u n d o u b te d l y  wo n d e r i n g .  A n d  t h a t ' s  w h e re  t h i n g s  g e t  a  b i t  t r i c k y.  I f  yo u  l i s te n  to  Wa awe  w i t h  o n l y  h a l f  yo u r  a t te n t i o n ,  yo u ' re  g o i n g  to  w r i te
t h e m  o f f  a s  a n o t h e r  e m o  b a n d .  T h ey ' ve  g o t  t h e  l o u d / q u i e t / l o u d  g u i t a r  t h i n g  g o i n g  o n ,  a n d  t h e  s t r a i n e d  vo c a l s  to o .  B u t  t h ey ' re  n o t  t h ro w away
p u n k  ro c k .  T h e re ' s  to o  m u c h  g o i n g  o n  h e re .  Pe r h a p s  t h e re ' s  a  l i t t l e  e m o  i n  t h e  g ro u p ' s  fo u n d a t i o n ,  b u t  i t  s h a re s  s p a c e  w i t h  a  h e a l t hy  a c c u -
m u l a t i o n  o f  p ro g  ro c k .  Wa awe  s t a r t s  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  b a s i c  b u i l d i n g  b l o c k s  t h a t  S u n ny  D ay  R e a l  E s t a te  u s e d  to  c re a te  T h e  R i s i n g  T id e ,  b u t  - -
a n d  t h i s  i s  i mp o r t a n t  - -  t h ey  l e ave  o u t  t h e i r  e g o s .  A  p e n c h a n t  fo r  i n s t r u m e n t a l  c ro s s - p o l l i n a t i o n  d o e s n ' t  h u r t  t h e m  e i t h e r,  a s  T i m e s to r m  Wa s
t h e  S i g n a l  b r i s t l e s  w i t h  u n ex p e c te d  m u s i c a l  vo i c e s  a n d  c o m b i n a t i o n s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  to  j a g g e d ,  feve re d  g u i t a r  l e a d s  t h a t ' l l  s e n d  c h i l l s  d ow n  yo u r
s p i n e ,  Wa awe  ro l l  o u t  t h e  a c c e n t s :  a  s u rp r i s i n g l y  e f fe c t i ve  b l u e s  h a r m o n i c a  c o u n te r p o i n t  o n  " S u n s e t  C i t y " ,  p l a i n t i ve l y  j a z z y  h o r n s  o n  t h e  p o s t -
ro c k i s h  " E l e c t ra "  a n d  " C u t  S o n g " ,  l i l t i n g  f l u te  a n d  m a r t i a l  d r u m m i n g  o n  " E c s t a t i c  R hy t h m "  a n d  m o s t  i n t r i g u i n g  o f  a l l ,  a  d i d g e r i d o o  o n
" K ra n k re i c h "  ( a n d  " D o g m a " / " Fre n c h  D o g  M a s s a c re " ,  i f  yo u  t u r n  i t  u p  l o u d  e n o u g h ) .  Vo c a l i s t  P a t r i c  Ku c e ra ' s  s o u l f u l  w a i l  i s  f a r  m o re  R o b e r t
S m i t h  t h a n  Ro b e r t  N a n n a ,  f u r t h e r  s t r i a t i n g  t h e  g ro u p ' s  s o u n d .  At  t h e i r  p o p p i e s t  ( p e r h a p s  t h e  j a u n t y  " S l o w l y  G o e s  t h e  N i g h t " ) ,  Wa awe  re m a i n
e d g y  a n d  u n s e t t l i n g .  At  t h e i r  m o s t  b l e a k  - -  a  h a rd  p o i n t  to  aw a rd  - -  t h ey ' re  c a p a b l e  o f  m o m e n t s  o f  sp i n e - t i n g l i n g  b e a u t y.  L i s te n  to  t h e  f i r s t
m i n u te  o f  " D o g m a " ,  w h i c h  i n t ro d u c e s  " Fre n c h  D o g  M a s s a c re " ,  a n d  s e e  i f  yo u  d o n ' t  g e t  t h e  s h i ve r s  w h e n  t h e  b e l l s  c o m e  i n .  T h e re ' s  n o  d o u b t
t h a t  Wa awe  h ave  b e e n  i n fo r m e d  a n d  i n f l u e n c e d  by  A m e r i c a n  i n d i e  ro c k  t re n d s ,  b u t  t h ey ' ve  m a d e  t h e  s o u n d  t h e i r  ow n .  T h e re ' s  a  g re a t  o p p o r -
t u n i t y  h e re  fo r  t h e  r i g h t  U S  l a b e l  - -  l i c e n s e  t h e s e  g u ys  a n d  m a r ke t  t h e m  to  S D R E  f a n s .  Yo u ' l l  l o o k  re a l l y  c u t t i n g  e d g e  a n d  Wa awe  w i l l  g e t  t h e
a t te n t i o n  t h ey  d e s e r ve ,  w h i l e  t h e  l i s te n i n g  p u b l i c  g e t s  a  g re a t  a l b u m .  Eve r y b o d y  w i n s . "  
G e o rg e  Z a h o ra ,  SSpp lleenndd iidd   ( w w w. s p l e n d i d e z i n e . c o m )

WA AW E  " T i m e s to r m  Wa s  T h e  S i g n a l "  C D

" T h i s  i s  d e f i n i te l y  a  s t ra n g e  o n e .  Wa awe  a re  f ro m  t h e  C ze c h  R e p u b l i c ,  a n d  a p p a re n t l y  h ave  b e e n  a ro u n d  m a k i n g  m u s i c  fo r  q u i te
s o m e  t i m e .  A n d  o n  t h i s  8  t ra c k  C D  t h ey  f l i t  f ro m  b u r s t s  o f  p u l s i n g  p o s t  h a rd c o re  to  l a i d  b a c k  j a z z .  T h e  o p e n i n g  t ra c k ,  " D o g m a " ,  h a d  m e  a l m o s t
l y i n g  b a c k  o n  my  b e d  a n d  d r i f t i n g  to  s l e e p .  A  l ove l y  t w i n k l i n g  i n t ro  t h a t  m a d e  m e  ex p e c t  a n  i n s t r u m e n t a l  a l b u m ,  b u t  t h a t  a l l  c o m e s  to  a  h a l t
a s  i t  f l o w s  s t ra i g h t  i n to  " Fre n c h  D o g  M a s s a c re "  ( exc e l l e n t  s o n g  t i t l e ! )  a n d  t h e  vo c a l s  j o i n  t h e  f ray  fo r  s o m e  m i d - p a c e d ,  a r t y  i n d i e  /  p o s t  ro c k .
T h e  m u s i c  t u c k s  i n to  a  g ro ove  p re t t y  m u c h  s t ra i g h t  away,  w h i l s t  t h e  s i n g e r  w a i l s  away  ove r  t h e  to p  o f  i t .  I t  p i c k s  u p  t h e  a g g re s s i o n  eve r y  n ow
a n d  a g a i n  to  ro c k  o u t ,  o r  s o o t h e s  i n to  a  m e l l ow,  j a z z y  b re a k  u s i n g  w a r m  i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  t h a t  ra t h e r  re m i n d s  o f  Tr i s te z a .  E xc e p t  w i t h  vo c a l s .
" S u n s e t  C i t y "  i s  i n c re d i b l y  l a i d  b a c k ,  a n d  g e n t l y  p e r s u a d e d  a  l o n g  by  a  p ro m i n e n t  e l e c t ro n i c  h u m  a n d  s p a r s e  g u i t a r s .  S u p e r  p l e a s a n t ,  b u t  i t
d o e s n ' t  m i s s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  d o  t h e  q u i e t - l o u d - q u i e t  s w i tc h .  B u t  h ey.  I t ' s  d o n e  we l l .  A n d  i n  p l a c e s  i t  re m i n d s  m e  o f  t h e  l a s t  B o b  T i l to n
re c o rd  to o .  M ay b e  i t ' s  t h e  h o rn s .  T h e  re c o rd  s e e m s  to  a c t u a l l y  g e t  m o re  c h i l l e d  o u t  a s  i t  g o e s  a  l o n g .  " K ra n k re i c h "  d e s c e n d s  i n to  s p o o k y
a t m o s p h e r i c s  a n d  e l e c t ro n i c  n o i s e s ,  t h e  s o u n d  o f  f l y i n g  a ro u n d  a  f u t u r i s t i c  c i t y  i n  s o m e  s t ra n g e  s p a c e - c ra f t ,  t h e n  a b r u p t l y  p u l l s  b a c k  i n to  t h e
m o o d y  g u i t a r s  a n d  hy p e r- a c t i ve  h o r n s  a g a i n .  7  m i n u te s  l o n g  o f  m o s t l y  i n s t r u m e n t a l  a l l  to l d .  We l l ,  i t ' s  n ot  eve r y  d ay  we  g e t  s o m e t h i n g  to
rev i e w  f ro m  t h e  C ze c h  Re p u b l i c !  I t ' s  g re a t  to  h e a r  t h a t  b a n d s  o u t  t h e re  a re  m a k i n g  s o m e  i n te re s t i n g  m u s i c ,  w h a t  w i t h  t h e s e  g u ys  a n d
S u n s h i n e  a s  t h e  o t h e r  b a n d  I  k n ow  o f  f ro m  t h a t  re g i o n .  G o o d  s t u f f .  R a t i n g :  7. 5 / 10 ”
A n d y  M a l c o l m ,  CCoo ll ll eecc tt ii vvee   zz iinnee ( w w w. c o l l e c t i ve - z i n e . c o . u k )


