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Amanita Design are preparing the premiere of its new puzzle adventure Creaks for the middle of the holidays. After Tomáš Dvořák (Floex) and the duo DVA, Joe Acheson has recently embarked on a musical challenge with his project Hidden Orchestra. Joe also worked closely with Floex, as the author of several remixes for this group or as a guest in their expanded concert line-up. For Joe himself, it was, in a way, a completely new, well-thought-out game because this time, the goal was to create a kind of endless soundtrack. In this game, players can play each level several times. Therefore, other musical alternations, repetitions of motif structures, and remixes of original versions of individual songs had to be created.
"Each of the characters in the game is represented by a different instrument – for example, a selection of different zithers for the main hero character. The music in the game reflects the progression through time in the game's beautiful hand-drawn artwork, and becomes more complex as the puzzles also become more intricate," reveals Joe Acheson himself. The musical mosaic on Creaks is so very diverse and will offer a creative spread, which bears the recognizable handwriting of the Hidden Orchestra. It offers a kaleidoscope from minimalist jazz improvisations not only for solo piano, through more diverse orchestrations for winds and strings to conceptual compositions driven in an electronic background. The music thus thoroughly copies the pitfalls of the game and the complexity of the individual levels. "We start in a primitive world, where the music is mostly created from simple ancient styles of instruments (zithers, flutes, percussion) and some home-made instruments (tunable chimes made from a deconstructed glockenspiel, a harp made from an egg-slicer). Then we go into a gothic/baroque world, filled with bells, organs and choirs. Then a Classical world, dominated by pianos and strings, and an Electronic world filled with textures, rhythms, bass lines and melodies created on a modular synth, finally ending up in a futuristic dark magical world full of bass clarinet,” Joe lists the details.
New versions, remixes, reverses were created for each level of the game. Joe Acheson was convinced on several occasions that thinking about this multidimensional microworld led him to new forms of compositional techniques. He took advantage of software for creating adaptive music (based on an embedded basic algorithm). In the end, over six hours of musical material were composed. From these, a limited form for the release of a single album crystallized. It was achieved through specific research and production modifications, where the logic of the game Creaks also participates. Many instruments were used for the recording and Joe did not hesitate to invite not only his traditional collaborators, including Poppy Ackroyd and the drum duo Tim Lane with Jamie Graham, but also the already mentioned Tomáš Dvořák (clarinet), Jack McNeill (clarinet, bass clarinet). , Rebecca Knight (cello), Yvo Ackroyd Acheson (shakers), Ali Tocher (carillon, zither-box percussion), Su-a Lee (cello) and Phil Cardwell (trumpet).
The soundtrack counts exactly twenty-one pieces. The first fifteen will also get to the physical form of Creaks on double LP and CD. The remaining six will appear as download bonuses or will be part of the entire package on all digital platforms. The mastering was taken care of by the well-proven Matouš Godík, and the release of these albums is traditionally covered by the Minority Records, which has already been working closely with Amanita Design for several years.
The Hidden Orchestra is a project of Joe Acheson, which he formed in Edinburgh and which has absorbed several musical inspirations and theoretical experiences into its creative spectrum. The debut album Night Walks (2010) garnered well-deserved attention and was followed by the subsequent Archipelago (2012), whose popularity was expanded by a pair of remix minialbums. So far, the last album of the Hidden Orchestra was released in 2017 and was named Dawn Chorus. Last year, the era of this recording ended with the release of the concert recording Live at Attenborough Center for the Creative Arts. Worth mentioning is also the compilation Reorchestrations, where Acheson grouped his remixes for related projects. In addition to classical instruments such as piano, double bass, drums, and percussion, the Hidden Orchestra uses several modular synthesizers and field recordings for its creative maneuvers.
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