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The AA-side single “Three Islands (Live)” / “Palace End (Floex Remix)”, out on 14th October, is the first two-track taste of a new release from Hidden Orchestra, the ‘Creaks: Bonus, Live & Remixes’ album (out 11th November).

This unusual collection of material revisits and expands on Hidden Orchestra bandleader/producer Joe Acheson’s award-winning Creaks OST, which was released alongside the celebrated Amanita Design game ‘Creaks’ in July 2020, and is again released via Prague indie Minority Records.

On the AA single package, “Three Islands (Live)” melds experimental electronica and punchy drums with free-jazz, in an extensively reimagined live band version of a compelling track – FFO Melt Yourself Down, Comet Is Coming. “Palace End (Floex Remix)” sees Czech producer - and many-time Hidden Orchestra collaborator - Floex bringing a playful, dancefloor-ready and dynamic experimental techno cut; the Single Edit dissipates into an elegant neo-classical piano outro, while the Extended Version continues to build and ratchet up the dancefloor pressure. 

The record as a whole brings seven previously-unreleased tracks from the original soundtrack, plus two extensively reimagined live band versions, and seven remixes from a very diverse set of artists, all interspersed to create an adventurous yet cohesive new album. ​​Here, the Hidden Orchestra sound-world – a headily rhythmic, escapist and expansive sonic space where electronic/bass, folk and post-rock influences combine – is stretched and complemented by forays into colourful, dancefloor-ready experimental techno, delicately plucked ambient/modern-classical pieces, blasts of bass-clarinet free-jazz, and even a dalliance with cutting-edge AI technology.

The bonus tracks include some which appear by popular demand; some of the music from the interactive mini-game paintings; and an exclusive, AI-generated cello-and-clarinets-only version of the soundtrack’s main >>>
theme. The latter is an arrangement generated by the same AI that controls the music in the game – which chooses multiple layers of the clarinets of Jack McNeill and the cello of Rebecca Knight at the start of each loop, and would carry on infinitely with no detectable repetition.

The live versions of Bridges and Three Islands were recorded at neimënster in Luxembourg in May 2022 with the latest version of the Hidden Orchestra live lineup, featuring Jack and Rebecca alongside Joe Acheson on bass and electronics and Jamie Graham on drums - the live sound and the studio mix were done by engineer Tim Southorn. The latest incarnation of the live band sees the emphasis shift from replicating the studio tracks accurately on stage, towards focussing on extracting the energy and emotion from the material, and this is especially well represented in the re-interpretation of Three Islands.  		

The next Hidden Orchestra live performance will be a full live band AV show at the Queen Elizabeth Hall on 20th November, as part of the EFG London Jazz Festival.			

The remixers on this release all have some tangential connection with the game:
- Floex (Tomáš Dvořák), creator of numerous wonderful soundtracks for Amanita Design
- Poppy Ackroyd, live band member who also plays some violin on the OST
- Ben Lukas Boysen, Berlin-based soundtrack composer whose work Joe admires
- zka4t (Matouš Godík), the game's sound designer and masterer of many Hidden recor
- chiefko (Lukas Kunce), upon whom the drawing of the main character was loosely based
- Hidden Orchestra, with Joe on self-remixing duties once again
- and Tommy Perman, whose band FOUND were amongst the first Joe remixed, and whose sentient orchestrion project Cybraphon had some influence upon the music-boxy paintings in the game and the Creaksbox app.

Hidden Orchestra’s prolific back catalogue includes numerous original albums released via Tru Thoughts and Denovali Records; remixes from the likes of Max Cooper, Throwing Snow, Wrongtom, Matthew Herbert, Nostalgia 77; and collaborations (including with Cerys Matthews and 10 of the UK’s foremost contemporary poets for 2021’s ‘We Come From The Sun’, released on Decca Records). Their music has been featured heavily across BBC radio and beyond. Shortly before this Creaks Bonus album comes a 10-year anniversary ‘source materials’ version of 2012’s seminal ‘Archipelago’ album via Tru Thoughts. Alongside their releases, Hidden Orchestra have been commissioned to put together projects and installations around the world, including Kew Gardens, the British Library and National Trust. The Hidden Orchestra live band has toured extensively, with a fluctuating lineup featuring guests from the album recordings. 


A single featuring the energetic drum-fuelled live version of Three Islands and Floex's synth-laden remix of Palace End will be released on October 14th, with the full album ‘Creaks: Bonus, Live & Remixes’, released on November 11th. 


SINGLE: https://lnk.to/threeislands

http://www.hiddenorchestra.com/
https://www.instagram.com/hidden_orchestra/
https://www.facebook.com/HiddenOrchestra/
https://twitter.com/HiddenOrchestra



Radio enquiries: Rosie James at Fever To Tell rosie@fevertotell.com / +44(0)7891 225654
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